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IMPLEMENTATION REPORT SUBMITTED BY AUSTRIA’

Article 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention requiresRagties, at their meetings, to keep under
continuous review the implementation of the Conwgertin the basis of regular reporting by the
Parties. Through decision 1/8, the Meeting of the Raréstablished a reporting mechanism
whereby each Party is requested to submit a reporath eneeting of the Parties on the
legislative, regulatory and other measures taken toemint the Convention, and their
practical implementation, according to a reportingrf@at annexed to the decision. For each
meeting, the secretariat is requested to prepare a systhegsdrt summarizing the progress
made and identifying any significant trends, challengied solutions. The reporting mechanigm

was further developed through decision 11/10, which aslskd, inter alia, the issue of how to _{ Deleted: .

prepare the second and subsequent regamtsdecision I11/5. ////{Deleted:

I. PROCESSBY WHICH THE REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

- { Formatted: Justified

1. This report(the first implementation report as well as its first aggdwas prepared on the

basis of Decisions [{81/10 and 1Il/5 on reporting and, where possible, in accordance thih| - - { Deleted: und

recommendations of the Convention’'s Compliance Commiténgl from February 2007
(ECE/MP.PP/WG.1/2007/L.4).

2. In the framework of public consultation, the Austrigederal Ministry of Agriculture,| | Formatted: Font: (Default)
Forestry, Environment and Water Management (BMLFUWhicl is responsible for the | TimesNew Roman, 12 pt,

Deleted: Federal Ministry of

. . . L . English (U.K.
coordination of matters pertaining to the Conventiuoes invited all the other relevant Austriari nolish (UK)
){Economics and Labour
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7| was submitted late due to
v D f resources constraints.
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Federal Ministry for European and International Affathe Federal Ministry of Justicghe _ - { Deleted: and

Federal Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Finance and the Federal Ministoy firansport, - { peleted: Family and Yout

Innovation and Technolodythe nine Federal provinces (contacted via thisdia office in
Vienna), the Austrian Parliamentthe representations of interest (social partnetsg
Umweltbundesamt GmbH (hereinafter: Umweltbundesah®, Austrian Federal Environment
Agency) as well as environmental non-governmentalrozgéions (NGOs) and the interested
public to participate.

3.  With regard to the first implementation repgg participation included, in particular, as - {Deleted T

recommended by the Compliance Committee, a consuitat@riod of approximately nine *{Deleted is

weeks, already prior to the first draft via the In&fr e-mail and in a coordination meeting. After_ [Demed: available

U

completion of the draft and its submission via eledtréife and after publication on the Internet,
together with an e-mailing submittedttee potentially interested parties, the project entenga i
a second, somewhat shorter, consultation phase.

4. Regarding the update of the implementation repa@tcitnsultation period on the content- {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

of the report was approximately five weeks due toféloe that the current exercise was based on
the already existing report. The draft of the amén@gort containing the necessary updates and
new developments with the changes marked by track changes as recommedndebte
Compliance Committee was open for consultation for about two months imiernet and e-
mail.

5. For the national consultation process the first implementation repcaind the received
statements, see the following information available the website of the BMLFUW:
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/articleview/62568/247/ Concerning the update click on the
same website to find the updated implementation report

In summary, public consultatiomn the first implementation repohas shown that some
environmental organizations and one of the fivetjpali parties represented in the Austrian
Parliament viewd the implementation of the third pillar in Austriather critically.Yet there has

been broad agreement as regards the first two pillaheConvention. { Deleted: 1

)

6. Public consultation on the update of the implementatéport has shown similar reSuts: - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0 cm, First line:

The concerns of the participating stakeholders haem mppropriately taken into account |n all | 0.cm, Numbered + Level: 1 + Numbering

***************************************************************** Style: 1, 2, 3, ... + Start at: 1 + Alignment:

the concerned sections during the process of the &ipfiette implementation report. | Left + Aligned at: 3.4 cm + Tab after:
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Il. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCESRELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING " [ Formatted: Font: Not Bold
THE REPORT { Formatted: Font: Not Bold

Austria ratified the Convention in 2005 and thusadme a Party to the Convention - { Formatted: Justified

(Federal Law Gazette Ill No. 88/2005 of June 10, R0C0or the purpose of a general {Formaued Bullets and Numbering

L L

understanding of this report, it must be stressed twatmiplementation and application of the
Convention in Austria are generally based on Europdaion (EU) Directives which have
already entered into force, especially concerntmg first and second pillars. In this process,
respective EU Directives have been transposed iatomal law at Federal as well as at
provincial levels.
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7. As in several other EU Member States which are Rattieghe Convention, in Austria it i#
domestic implementation which is the first prerequisite fatification. In Austria, the
provisions of the Convention have been transposednational law in the relevant laws and
regulations. Conclusion of the Convention was unaninyoagproved by the two chambers of
the Austrian Parliament (the National Council anddfatdCouncil).

8.  The Republic of Austria is a Federal State. This méfaatslegislation and the execution ¢f - { Formatted: Justified

laws are distributed among the Federal Governmenttendine Federal provinces according to
the competencies they have been assigned. The Aufideral Constitution provides for a
general regulation of legislative and executive caempaies assigned to the Federal Government
and the Federal provinces. This is why for some aredgedConvention provincial legislation is
required in addition to Federal laws. Thus, legistatineasures for the implementation of EU
law and of the Convention are generally requiredredleral and provincial levels and are
therefore accordingly complex. With a few exceptiothg application and administration is
organised locally, i.e. via the Federal provincestta district administration and municipal
authorities.

9. According to the Federal Constitution, environméptatection is a cross-sectional issJe,
which is distributed among the Federal Governmentthed-ederal provinces with a view to the

comprehensive environmental protection for the purpafs¢he preservation of the natural
environment as the basic resource on which humandéfeends, protecting humans against
harmful impact (Federal Law Gazette 1984/491). Rtate includes measures to keep air, water
and the soil clean and to prevent noise.

10. In Austria, provisions on the protection of the @amiment are, in particular, to be found jn
the area of public-administration law, with actitaken by the Federal Government/Federal
provincial authorities being subject to legal regola. Besides bans of massive damage to the
environment and codes of conduct, permits issued ulyliqp authorities are prevailing in
environmental administration law, which means thatdifgceconomic) activities are subject to
control exerted or permits granted by administradivthorities.

11. Besides the Federal structure, the social partnerpkga very important role in Austr+d: - { Formatted: Justified

In Austria, the social partners, e.g. the Federanitber of Commerce (WKO), the Chamber of
Agriculture (LWK), the Federal Chamber of Labour (BAand the national trade-union

federation (OGB) as well as the Federation of Aastrindustry (IV), play a key role in

representing the interests of the respective groupsdiety (stakeholders).

12. In Austria, we can witness not only a high degreersfrenmental awareness, but all;o
high interest in the principles underlying the Cortin Public administration tries to
increasingly take account of this by enhancing nenng of public participation, such as e.g.: e-
government, e-participation or citizen-service liies available online.
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1. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE GENERAL PROVISIONSIN PARAGRAPHS?2, 3,4, 7 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

Article 3, paragraph 2

| 13. Based on the political key concept of “good govew®d, public participation, i.e. the - { Formatted: Justified )
integration of the public in policymaking, has esiglid itself as a cornerstone of decision-
making processes.

| 14. For Austria, the objective of an innovative, coopigea efficienfand high-quality public__ - { Deleted:

administration within the meaning of enhanced ditizgientation is the guiding theme. This \‘[Formatted: Justified
objectiveas well as the consideration of the Aarhus Converttagagain been underlinad the [ Formatted: Font: Not Bold

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ‘[ Deleted: also been laid down

{ Deleted: early 2007

o 0

public can be successfully made an active partnppiicymaking and how this process can be
fostered.

| 15. In order to provide another important impetus for gagmernance at federal |e\fe|;’{Formatted: Justified ]
standards for public participation have been dewslopt the instigation of the Federal
Chancellery and the BMLFUW in the framework of aterministerial working group, in which

are also a contribution to the implementation of thistAan and the EU sustainability strategies
(European Council conclusions of June 20G6) have been adopded by the Austrian
Governmenbn July 2, 2008The Austrian government thereby recommended theiiicapion
throughout the federal administratid@n this basis, the citizens are to be better integriated
policymaking within the meaning of the political ding principles, as they are called, for the
promotion of sustainable development. Tdwal of theprocess for the development of public

participation standards, which was launched in 2088s to  develop gppgﬂgrgggigg,,/{Deleted:aimsat )
recommendations in the form of standards, which aréeoused as routine measures in { peleted: ing ]
| administrative public participation procedures (écof Conduct?). The standards are pﬁrifmqrjlyl{weted: in the future )

relevant for plans and programmes as well as for peliaie legal instruments developed by
administrative bodies. The standards are aimed atgingvprecise content as to the definition
of public participation and specific action which 1o be taken. The public participation
standards are deemed as a service and hands-on sfgupadininistrators involved in public

participation processes. __ - | Deleted: It is the aim to reach self-
- commitment on the part of administration when
. i . . applying the standards in form of a Government
In 2009 the standards were awarded with the “BegttieeaCertificate” of the European PubBlic | decision in due time.

Service Award EPSA. By now, the standards are nobagplied comprehensively but they are " { Formatted: Justified )
claimed by NGOs in the environmental sector whegeytlre invited to participate in the
preparation of plans, programmes or policies in theremwmental field. In 2009dditional
practical guidelines for the application of the palgarticipation standards were published. In
2010 a public participation website on digitales.aesteh.gv.at © Verwaltung 2>
Blrgerinnen- und Burgerbeteiligung) went onlinepwiding bast information on public
participation for administrators. As a central acgaesisit to participation processes running in
the Austrian ministries, a central public participatplatform was prepared on help.gv.at. This
platform will go online as soon as the first publictgipation processes will be accessible on
this site.
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As a recent example for promoting public participatihe province of Vorarlberg has « |- - { Formatted: Justified

launched a public patrticipation focus in its “Offiter Future-Related Issues”. In 2010 a
public _participation _handbook for municipalities artde regional administration was
published. It provides information about public papation methods and examples of public
participation processes which were carried out imaviberg in the recent years. An official
presentation chaired by the State Governor and amaemor administrators of municipalities
and the regional administration were carried outrtHeumore a specific patrticipation
method, which is called “wisdom council”, is promotad drder to activate citizens to
participate in the development of their communiti@sbroad evaluation process on this
specific method is supported by the BMLFUW.

_ - { Formatted: English (U.S.)

Article 3, paragraph 3

16. The environmental education activities coordinatgdtie BMLFUW include numerous - - { Formatted: Justified

education projects dealing with sustainable developras well as different subject areas. The
target groups are, among others, the general publiopss, children and young people, research
and multipliers. Summaries of these activities are albhilin brochures on the United Nations
Decade of Education for Sustainable Development§2m14), including various and highly
specific examples at the regional and local levels.

17. Since 2002, the Austrian Eco-Label for Schools hesnbawarded by the BMLFU\/\L
jointly with the Federal Ministry of Education, Araind Culture. It is to honour schools for their
special commitment in the fields of environmental edapaenvironmentally sound action and
the promotion of a socially viable school environmdhis the aim of the initiative to prompt all
school stakeholders to strive towards the sustainablelajaunent of the environment in which
they live today and tomorrow.

18. On 1 April, 2007, the Austrian Eco-Label Guideliner fExtracurricular Educational
Institutions entered into force. It is awarded to edional institutions living up to the principles
of sustainable development. This new guideline is tofmuvard a dynamic process of further
development aiming at enhanced sustainability. With these instruments, childrens’ as well
as adults’ awareness of environmental protection amdesponsible use of natural resources is
to be heightened.

19. Numerous other public and private institutions as a®INGOs round out these activities.

Article 3, paragraph 4

20. According to the Federal Ministries Act, coordimatiat all levels of environmentdl - { Formatted: Justified

protection falls within the purview of the BMLFUWhis also includes the coordination of the
Austrian position voiced in the EU Council of Enviment Ministers. As soon as a Commission
proposal for a legal instrument in the field of thevieonment is available, such proposal is
submitted to the relevant other ministries, the squdatners, the liaison office of the Federal
provinces and (where applicable, depending on thgest) the Austrian Association of
Municipalities, together with a request for subnissdf a statement. The process is coordinated
by the relevant divisions of the BMLFUW and/or theviBion EU Affairs Environment (for
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horizontal subjects) by way of written procedurerothe framework of coordination meetings.
If NGO’s (as a rule, these will be NGOs active in tiiedd of environment) are directly
concerned by a project, or if they should have aiqdar level of expertise in the respective
field, they will be invited as well (e.g. as for te&) Environmental Liability Directive).

| 21. The BMLFUW also invites the concerned portfolios, sbgartners and the Federal - { Formatted: Justified

provinces on a regular basis to take part in the doatidn meetings held in the run-up to the
formal Councils of EU Ministersjqur fixe on Environment). In addition to these official
coordination meetings, there is a separate NGO rougahized in the Federal Ministry held on
a regular basis approximately at the time of ther€dwf EU Ministers in the framework in
which environmental subjects are discussed, whichllysare also on the Council agenda.

| 22. Moreover, the BMLFUW actively integrates NGOs actinethe field of the environment - - { Formatted: Justified

into the political dialogue held on current legislatprojects, especially at EU level: there are,
for example, regular round tables involving the Fabléinister for the Environment and
representatives of NGOs on current subjects, with th@Od@Iso setting the agenda. The
BMLFUW also grants, on a regular basis, funds toomati NGOs and to an EU environment
office managed by NGOs, which provides excellendrimiation on EU legislation on a regular
basis, and to the biggest EU-NGO network in Brussels.

- {Deleted:

At the level of the nine Austrian “Lander” (provirmeombudsmenfor the environmenare-- - - {Formmed: Justified

established. Their main tasks are observing the congglisith environmental interests in the
application of regional laws as well as advising amfrming the public in environmental
matters.They also cooperate with and support environment@Dbl In Vorarlberg, the most
western province of Austridgr exampletheombudsmarior the environmenis elected by local
NGOs.

| 23. In recent years, many stakeholder dialogues - staatitige administrative level have been- { Formatted: Justified

held in Austria at the Federal level for the develept of programmes and policies in the
environmental sector. Special mention should be n@déhe following initiatives: Forest
Dialogue, Austrian Climate Protection Strategy, Riralelopment Programme and the Round
Table on Water. Also, in the field of torrent andakanche control, ever-more intense efforts
have been made to include the general publime public participation processes of the
BMLFUW were consolidatedincluding the experience made by the administssaod practical
tips for further participation processésie results will be published in a brochufaistria also
promotes the Local Agenda 21

(LA 21) as a model approach for participatory andaptive democracy aimed at implementing
sustainable development. It is the aim to implement puzbesses in some 600 municipalities
and 30 regions/districts all over Austria. In thaufet LA 21 will constitute an explicit focus in
the framework of the National Rural Development Paogme.

stepped up (e.g. creation of an interdisciplinarpezk group “Strategy Group Participation”; = { Formatted: Justified

creation of a working group on “e-democracy” andp&@ticipation”; preparation of worksheets
on participation containing specific recommendatiatsgtegy talks held with representatives of
the business world and with stakeholders of repreSemtdemocracy; organization of events
and issuing of publications on public participatiord ahe relationship between the state and
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operation and Development (OECD) working group opé®and Inclusive Policymakingind | - - { peleted: . )
contributed to its publication “Focus on Citizens:bRu Engagement for Better Policy and
Services” (GOV/PGC(2008)8/REV2), which was publishe2008.

Article 3, paragraph 7 |

In order to assedbe participation of the Austrian public in the t&xt of international negotiation
in the environment fieldthe BMLFUW entrusted the Okobiifan Austrian environmental NGO
with the taskio identify the current practise as well as b&atiise examples of public participation
and to provide related recomendatioriEhe project was carried out in three steps. Firgiterviews
were conducted with both representatives of NGOsealksaswith ministry representatives who ta
part in international negotiationis October 2009Secondly,a summary and commented German
version of thePPIF-Guidelinesvas producedand finally, based on the results of the interviews,
recommendations wereompiled. These recommendations weublished both on the Okobiir
website and on the website of the BMLFUW. FinaldyPPIF-workshop took place in November

2009 at the BMLFUW, where the results and recomragods were presented to the interes
public and discussiantook place

To ensure the knowledge of the guidelines for titerg, the BMLFUW spread the results of«tl
project and the workshop by e-Mail and publishesriton the BMLFUW website (the Okobiiro als
published the results in their newsflash magazmnabiout 3000 recipients and on its websitdle
results of the project were also presented intR&CE workshop on &xperiences of promoting the
application of the principles of the Aarhus Convemtin international forums” that took place i
June2010in Geneva as part of the fifth meeting of the ThRekce on PPIF.

25. The project showed that while knowledge of the AariConvention and awareness about,

— ) e e e e e e e

international negotiators within the BMLFUWfoadlyactedin conformity withthe guidelines, even
if they did not know them.lt proved useful to have an early or ongoing exgeaaf information
process in the run up to international negotiagiand to have well established personal contd
between involved players of the Ministry and NGOke exchange of information on a nation

level regarding international forums, however, @ardepending on the type of international forim

and the gquality and confidentiality of the informoat Due to these differences there is no formdlig
procedure for the exchange of information on aomai level. In addition to the informatio
provided on the BMLFUW website and related websiegcific information is often provided upo
request. In many cases a climate of personal actumgie and mutual trust proves useful as a s
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basis for the exchange of informatighhe coordination of Austrian positions in internaab

_ - { Deleted:

matters is also part of the consultation mechanism staieer article 3, paragraph 4. As regards{pemed;ﬂ

several meetings of international bodies, environmeatghnizations are also part of the
Austrian delegation (e.g. the Sixth Ministerial Caefece “Environment for Europe” as well as

Especially in the framework of the Convention and tonvention on Biological Diversity,

environmental organizations are involved very deeply

Article 3, paragraph 8 //‘[Deleted: 1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 118

according to Article 2 of the Basic Law on the Gehétights of Nationals and Article 7 of the * { Formatted: Justified

26. Austrian constitutional law contains the following mdiscrimination provisions:L\{F°"‘“‘“e"=G"—”“an (Ausma)%




regard to the rights granted by the European Comwemin Human RightsA certain level of
protection against discrimination irrespective afionality is granted by the Implementation of

‘ the International Convention on the Abolishment ¢fFairms of Racial Discriminatiom the
Federal Constitudil Law (Federal Law Gazette 1973/390).

| 27. Based on EU membership, EU citizens (hationals objian Union Member States) are- {Formatted: Justified

equally guaranteed the fundamental rights enshrinethe European Convention on Human
Rights and in the EU Charter on Fundamental Rightarerprovided with protection against
discrimination on grounds of nationality, sex, raoe,ethnic origin, religion or philosophy,

disability, age or sexual orientation.
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V. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THEIMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 3

28. Concerning Article 3 (7) Austria has already usedsineond meeting of the Parties t04thef { Formatted: Justified

Convention to point to the complex challenges constitiby the guidelines, as they include
manifold international details. Also, in a basicallighly-networked State featuring a high
environmental profile, the implementation of theidglines represents a major task which
demands the cooperation of several ministries and sector

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL
APPLICATION OF THE GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 3

29. In the area of e-government used in public admiristraAustria has been a European- { Formatted: Justified
pioneer for several years and has received severatiswajts activities in the field. In addition| _ - [ Deleted: her

to a broad range of information offered, the maiouf is on the electronic handling of
procedures (from the application all the way tolsetént or delivery, one-stop-shop approach)
which lives up to the needs of the users.

VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 3

http://www.partizipation.at
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/archive/7412/
http://www.help.gv.at

http://www.umweltbildung.at
http://www.umweltberatung.at
http://www.generationblue.at
http://www.wien.gv.at/umweltschutz
http://www.nachhaltigkeit.at
http://www.help.gv.at/Content.No.de/281/Seite.2810.8tm|
http://www.umweltzeichen.at
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/articleview/83708/247/

http://www.oekobuero.at/start.asp?b=1513 | Field Code Changed
_ - 7| Formatted: Dutch
A - (Netherlands)

VIl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESSTO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN
ARTICLE 4

30. The amendment registered under Federal Law GazeMe. 16/2005of the Austrian| - { peleted:

Environmental Information Act, Federal Law Gazette. 95/1993, which had been in forge - [ Formatted: English (U.K.)

already prior to Austria’'s accession to the EU in 198fught Austria in line with th \{Formatted”ustiﬁed

provisions of the EU Environmental Information Direeti2003/4/EC) and the Convention. The
Federal provinces also have adapted their pertiregislation accordingly. In the following,
there will be only references to the Austrian Enwimental Information Act in answering the
individual questions, as provincial provisions are galhebased on this piece of legislation.



- {Deleted: ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/AUSY

Relevant definitions

31. The definitions are transposed into national lawpamagraphs 2 and 3, of the Austrian- { Formatted:

Justified

Environmental Information Act, with the term of “daronmental information” being broadly
phrased, so that any kind of information on the stétthe environment, factors, measures or
activities (possibly) having an impact on the environtrenconducive to the protection of the
environment can be collected. This also refers torenmiental information supplied to bodies
obliged to provide information by other institutiongnother focus of the Austrian
Environmental Information Act is making informationcassible to the general public in an
effective and easy way as well as providing envirortaiénformation in a citizen-friendly way.
Every person (e. 9- also minors, foreign nationalsall@gersons such as companies non- profit

without having to provide any evidence.
Article4, paragraph 1

Article 4, paragraph 1 (a)

32. Free access to environmental information is ensuredaimagpaph 4 of the Austrian- - { Formatted:

Justified

Environmental Information Act and constitutes its kegvision. Thereby everyone is granted a

subjective public right to environmental data witheuth right to access being subject to being
individually affected, to a de facto or legal irgst, to a position as a party in legal proceedings
or any other involvement in proceedings. The clanenvironmental information is deemed as

actio popularis

Article 4, paragraph 1 (b)

33. The duty of information to be fulfilled by the bedi obliged to provide information<is- - { Formatted:

Justified

regulated under paragraph 5 of the Austrian Envirariaieinformation Act. The requested

information is to be provided in the form requestedividually by the information-seeker or,

where appropriate, in another form, with electrodmta transfer to be preferred wherever
possible.

Article 4, paragraph 2

{ Formatted:

English (U.K.)

making environmental information accessible is one mawith the possibility of extending thls v Deleted:

deadline to at maximum two months whenever comprehersind complex information is, o Formatted:

involved Jn such cases the Austrian Environmental Informatioppovides for the applicant to -

Font: Times New Roman, 12

be informed, at the latest before the end of the moath period, of such extension and the

pt, Not Bold

Formatted:
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reasons for it (Art 5 para 6 ).
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34. Paragraph 6 of the Austrian Environmental Informathmt regulates the constraints-{o - { Formatted: Justified )
information and the reasons for denying informatiatoading to which it is admissible to hold ‘{Formatted Bullets and J
back environmental information, provided that: Numbering

(@) The request for information refers to the transf internal information;

(b) The information is requested in a way that is obsfp abusive;

(c) The request for information is too general;

(d) The request for information refers to materiaich is in the process of being
completed or involves written documents which haveyetbeen finalized or data which have
not yet been edited.
35. Paragraph 6, subparagraph 2, of the Austrian Enwiemtal Information Act states thsz\ - { Formatted: Justified )
reasons for denying information, according to whithshall not be permitted to give \{Formaued: Bullets and }
information, if the disclosure of environmental inf@tion would have a negative impact on | Numbering

certain objects of legal protection (e.g.: mainteeaoicpublic safety or comprehensive national
defence, but also the protection of environmentahsareuch as the habitation of rare animal
species, which would be disclosed when providing thi@rimation, to the extent that
perturbation of such species’ habitats is fearedaduition, the confidentiality of personal data
constitutes a reason for denying information to thiergxthat there is a protectable interest in
non-disclosure within the meaning of the 2000 Austizata Protection Act. Moreover, the
protection of business and company secrets constitetesan for denying information.

36. Paragraph 6, subparagraph 4, of the Austrian Enviratahénformation Act Stipu|at&SL*\*{Formatted:]ustified
that both the constraints to information and the aeasfor denying information are to be \{Formatted: Bullets and
interpreted narrowly and that, in the individuaseathe public interest in disclosing the relevant (Numbering
environmental information must be considered. This isemsure that the constraints to

information and the reasons for denying informatianrt result in a limited obligation to

information incumbent on the body obliged to previdformation.
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Article 4, paragraph 5
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forward/refer tgthe competerauthoritiesholding the informatiorso that a lack of knowledge gf | Numbering
the structure of public authorities will not leadaioy legal disadvantage for the applicant. | { DfeLeted: information on the part
‘o | ofthe

Article 4, paragraph 6 \{ Formatted: English (U.K.) ]
{ Formatted: English (U.K.) ]

38. In accordance with paragraph 6, subparagraph 4, hef Austrian EnwronmentﬁL { Formatted: Justified )

Information Act, the disclosure of environmental imfi@tion can be denied if the request for" {Formatted Bullets and }

information refers to material which is in the pregeof being completed or involves written [ Numbering

documents which have not yet been finalized or détiah have not yet been edited.

Article 4, paragraph 7
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regulated in paragraph 5, subparagraphs 6 and fie #ustrian Environmental Information Act. ~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
Jf the request for information isot provided by the competent authority a formalffuafion on - { Formatted: Engiish (U.)

the refusal shall be issued on request of the applicand the information seeker shall | be { Deleted: deniec
informed of legal remedies (para. 8).

{ Formatted: English (U.K.)
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In case the authority does not issue such notifinathe competence for issuing such formal Irespecﬂve communication '

refusal notification is_transferred to the independadiinistrative tribunal of the relevant Formatted: Justified, No bullets or
QI’OVInCE numbering
Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12
In order to avoid unnecessary lengthy proceduree fisghe possibility that the applicant asks | pt, Not Bold
for a formal notification on a refusal togetherttsd same time) with the information request {Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12
itself, In this case the authority would need to degissue a formal notification) '[‘,@QQO,“J@DQG P, Not Bold
with the General Administrative Procedure Act. {Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12
********************************** pt, Not Bold
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Information Act, access to public registers or lists #imel on-site access to the requested
information shall be free of charge, while it shial permissible to charge purchase prices Dr
protective charges for publications.
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VIIl. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 4

in case no information is provided by the competetharity the following procedure may N { Deleted: No information was provided unde
occasionally be too long. *. | this heading
IX. FURTHERINFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE fFormatted Font: Not Bold
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41. Many inquiries and requests for information concegrine environment are constantly - { Formatted: Justified
submitted to the BMLFUWANd to the Federal provingger telephone, e-mail or in writing. Yet " { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
only very few inquiries are expressly based on thst#an Environmental Information Act. As: - { Formatted: Font: Not Bold

the BMLFUW tries to handle all inquiries as fast asduabureaucratically as possible and the: { Deleted:

documentary handling procedures of inquiries conogrniarious subject matters are not
separately collected under the heading of environah@mformation, it is not possible to supply

detailed information on figures, contents and possibtsons for not providing the requested
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information.
| 42. The inquiries concern many different areas: wastdsl&gpn, legislation on the - { Formatted: Justified )
remediation of contaminated sites, soil protectionslagon, nature conservation Ieglslatlon " { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering )

water legislation, water-supply companies, hydrauligireering legislation, water management
and institutions responsible for water bodies, powantp, transport, clean air legislation, urban
development and urban planning, Mineral Resources Buission Allowances Act, radiation

| protection lawjndustrial lawand environmental noise - { peleted: and )
| 43. The Federal Environment Agency (UBA) is also homeatdiaison office aiming &tt\’{Formatted: Justified )
providing everyone with smooth access to environméemfizrmation. The task of the office is t0 ~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering )

support the exchange of information between thedsodbliged to provide information and to
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propose measures which are suitable for facilitatowess to environmental information and to
ensure the high level of quality of environmentabmfiation.

44. In its capacity as a body obliged to provide infation, UBA handlesabout?,OO(%Li - { Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

inquiries per calendar year, approximately 60% ofciwldre submitted and answered in writing™
(via e-mail). In 2006, seven requests for informatere submitted which referred to the
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Austrian Environmental Information Act. Two were suligdt orally. In 2005, the number of

downward trend has been noticed within the last feary in the number of inquiries. This |s

likely to be due to the constantly growing amounteaironmental information provided o
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websites on different environment-related subjects.

{
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45. In 2006, information seekers accessed the environménfiaimation actively madéf

[ Field Code Changed
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available on the Internet by UBA just under 2 millibmes. Websites dealing with the subjects
of waste, air, water and contaminated sites were actessest the frequently. Of the
publications made available atww.umweltbundesamt.atthe number of downloads qf

publication details was approximately 810,000.
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ARTICLE 4
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46. In accordance with paragraph 9, subparagraph 3, hef Austrian Environmenta]\\ {
Information Act, the bodies obliged to provide infation shall update the environmentéij{Formmed:Justified

|

information at suitable intervals.

'| text and numbers

Formatted: Hyperlink, Font:
Not Bold

Formatted: Bullets and
Numbering

|
|
|




| Page 14 - {Deleted: ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/AUSY

Article 5, paragraph 1 (b)

47. The provision on the publication of environmentdbimation (para. 9 of the Austrian - {Formatted: Justified

Environmental Information Act) emphasizes the duty dctively supply environmental \‘[Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

information on the part of administrative bodiesehodies obliged to provide information shall
edit the environmental information which is relevémt fulfilling their tasks and which they
have at their disposal or which is being suppliechtont in order to disseminate it to the public
actively and systematically. This includes e.g. envirent-related legal provisions; policies;
plans and programmes; reports on the state of theoammv@nt and, in particular, reports on
environmental control; permits having an impact anéhvironment; and risk assessments;

Article 5, paragraph 1 (c)

48. Paragraph 9, subparagraph 5, of the Austrian Enwviesttal Information Act Stipu|ateS’\*{Formatted: Justified

that, in the event of imminent danger to human healtthe environment, the bodies obliged tO\‘[Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

provide information shall disseminate all informatioredtly and without any delay. In addition,
the owners of plants affected by failure shall, fritv@ outset and without being instructed to do
so, disclose the following information (para. 14 af #wstrian Environmental Information Act)
to the affected population: general information lea plant (location, plant description), possible
hazards and consequences in the event of failurstirexisafety precautions and appropriate
action to be taken in the event of failure.

49. Also this information shall be provided appropriatahd in a way that it is understandable- { Formatted: Justified

by the general public. It is the responsibility of tindividual companies to determine the\\‘[Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

appropriate form of information.

Article 5, paragraph 2

50. In order to fulfil their duty of information in aocedance with paragraph 9, <~ - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
subparagraph 2, of the Austrian Environmental Infoiomafct, the bodies obliged to provide - { Formatted: Justified
information shall take practical precautions faatlitg access to information, in particular by: __ { peleted: by

(a) Publishing charts concerning organisation andlisteibution of functions to the
extent that such charts are available;

(b) Naming contact persons or information centres;

(c) Managing lists or registers concerning the enviremial information they have at
their disposal.

Article 5, paragraph 3

Electronic dissemination of environmental informatisrregarded as a priority instrument-<for - { Formatted: Justified

active environmental information management, whichrimed up in theparagraphs 9, 10, 13
and 14 of the Austrian Environmental Information Act.

51. - - - {Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

Article 5, paragraph 4
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52. In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Austrian Emvitental Control Act, the Fedeﬁ{ll {Formatted Justified

Minister for the Environment shall submit a writtezport on the state of implementation of - ‘{Formatted Bullets and
environmental control to the Austrian National Cduravery three years. On the basis of (Numbering

paragraph 6 of the Austrian Environmental Controt &cd in its capacity as the environmental
expert body of the Austrian Federal government, UBAllsbe responsible for drawing up this

Deleted: Eighth

envwonmental control report. The chapters of therent 9" Report on the State of thf\
Formatted: Not Highlight

I Formatted: Superscript, Not

Article5, paragraph 5 Highlight

{ Formatted: Not Highlight

53. The obligations incumbent on the bodies obliged tovige information to actively aﬁd {Deleted 07

systematically disseminate information are set fortparagraph 9, subparagraphs 1 and 2 of [Formatted Not Highlight

the Austrian Environmental Information Act. In pauiar, the following information shall be\ Field Code Changed

made available and disseminated: W Formatted: Highlight

W

(@) The wording of contracts, conventions and agreemamder international law, al;

well as Community and other legal provisions on theirenment or that touch upon | Formatted: Bullets and

\
\\{ Formatted: Justified
{ Numbering

o JC U JU U U U .

environmental issues;
(b) Policies, plans and programmes referring to the enwigmnt.

Article 5, paragraph 6

54. In accordance with paragraph 13 of the Austrian Emvhental Information Act, thd;\*{Formatted:Justified

owners of companies, obliged to measure and recorssim data shall actively (i.e. without \{Formaned: Bullets and
being asked to do so) disclose such environmenf@inmation. This means that the respective (Numbering

company shall publish the emission data he/she igeablto measure for the period of the
respectively last month (or the last year) in a way ithaasily understood by the general public
and in a place which is easily accessible.

Article 5, paragraph 7

55. The information stated in paragraph 7 is made auailaéd the general public in thé**{Formatted:Justified

framework of the review procedures used and by wagettiement in parliament (laws and\\‘{Formatted: Bullets and
regulations) on the respective websites (see answeercong Art. 8). Numbering

Article 5, paragraph 8

56. The website of the environmental consultancy bOd)UmweHberatungL*\*{Formatted:]ustified

(www.umweltberatung.yt provides information on precautionary environmeptatection in \{Formaned; Bullets and
various fields (e.g. chemicals, building and livingmate protection, energy etc.). In addition, ( Numbering

citizens can turn to dedicated information centrethénfederal provinces. The municipality of
Vienna, for instance, has published thBut-gekauft-Bezirksplane i.e. city district guides|
including a register of companies selling environménfailendly products as well as advice on
sustainable shopping.
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57. In the framework of the'Nachhaltige Wochén (Sustainability Weeks), SUStainabLe\*{Formatted: Justified
products bearing the campaign brahDas bringt’s. Nachhalti (‘That's what cuts it. { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
Sustainablj) are advertised by merchan‘me nachhaltiqewochen)atenabling consumers to

butchers and furniture traders are taklng part mc’etmpalgn Moreover, a growing number of [Deleted
self-employed merchants are supporting the campaign¢chwhas been launched by the
BMLFUW, its partners and the Austrian retail industry.

(N e N

Article 5, paragraph 9

58. Austria ratified the UNECE Protocol on Pollutant &ede and Transfer Registers owZ&{Formaued Justified

March 2010. The Protocol entered into force for Aiasin 21 June 2010. Prior to the ratification ™ {Formaued Bullets and Numbering
the Austrian Environmental Information Act was amen(eatl. Law Gazette | No. 128/2009) to
create a legal basis for the national PRTR. TheonatiPRTR can be found on: www.prtr.at.
Data are also provided for the European Pollutai&se and Transfer Register (requlation (EC)
No. 166/2006, Austrian ordinance Fed. Law Gazet8380/2007): http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/. - 4 Deleted: At the European level, Reguatonj

L

(EC) No. 166/2006 created a European Pollutant
Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR). For
the implementation of this EC regulation in
XI1. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5 Austria, a national corollary PRTR regulation js
required as an accompanying measure. A draft
of such a national regulation has been subje

59. The competent authorities did not provide any infdfomeon this issue R general yeview, and t:;{yegg'g‘s“"" 1S supposgd
XIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE T Deloted: No mormat —

PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 5 Lh}ii;d}mﬁ iormation was proviec an eﬂ

60. In the framework of the Austrian e-government stnateg working group oft.- - { Formatted: Justified )

environmental information was set up, dealing with approach to joint implementation of the | Formatted: Bullets and Numbering )

requirements placed by the Austrian Environmentalrinfdgion Act in the framework of the
cooperation between the Federal Government, therfddgut®vinces and the municipalities. With
a view to the requirements pertaining to access to @isdemination of environmental
information arising from the Austrian Environmentafdrmation Act, the Federal provinces and
the municipalities in Austria are required to findhew and comprehensive position. This is to
make an important contribution to more transparesmog more attention to the citizen in the
field of environmental administration.

X1V, WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLES

http://www.help.gv.at/Content.No.de/166/Seite.16B8DatM|
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/koordinierungsstelle
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http://prtr.ec.europa.eu/

http://www.bmvit.gv.at/Verkehr/Strafie (contact adrender "Kontakt zum Thema™) c | Field Code Changed )
http://www.bmvit.gv.at/Verkehr/Strale/Umwelt "~ { Formatted: German (Austria) ]
\{ Formatted: German (Austria) }

XV. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURESIMPLEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC
ACTIVITIESIN ARTICLE 6
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61. In order to comply with the citizen-participationopisions of the Convention, thh”{Formatted:Justified

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Integratedufati Prevention and COntl’Ol\\‘{Formatted: Bullets and
(IPPC) Directives were adapted at the European leyeDirective 2003/35/EC which amepd Numbering

with regard to public participation and access toigesCouncil Directives 85/337/EEC and ~ { Deleted: .

o o )

96/61/EC. The same Directive was also used to implentenConvention for the plans and { beleted: provides for public
programmes (listed in Annex | to Directive 2003/35/E@)t yet covered by Directive ' gf;‘v'vcl%aﬂgno‘f"jeft;'jSf;:;‘and
2001/42/EC on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEé&cie), adopted only two years ' | programmes relating to the

earlier. The SEA Directive had already implementedGonvention with regard to the plans and ' | énvironment and

programmes covered by it. [ Deleted: ing

A need for implementation evolved in particular fréime interaction of Article 2, paragraph

\"A

Article, 6 and Article 9, paragraph 2 of the Convent requiring the involvement of certaip. - { Deleted: .

environmental non-governmental organizations in eypgrprocedures.

62. Austria transposed the EIA Directive 85/337/EEC (atieenby Directive 97/11/EC an#|. - ‘[Formatted:]ustified

2003/35/EQ, the Convention on Environmental Impact AssessmeatTinansbourgty Context | - Formatted: Bullets and

(Espoo Convention) and the Aarhus Convention at tioge@t level into national law in the . [ Numbering

Federal Act on Environmental Impact Assessmé&if (Act 2000, Federal Law Gazette No. \{Deletedw

_ - { Deleted: 149/2001

o o )

63. _Annex | to the Aarhus Convention, to which the psns set forth under Article 6 refef, - { Formatted: Justified

includes projects which are covered by the EIA d@EQ Directives. Further adaptations to th\e\‘{Formatted: Bullets and
Convention were made at a Federal level in the @reammercial equipment law by way of the ( Numbering

 __ JU J

2005 Amendment to Industrial Law (Federal Law Gazetio. 85/2005) with regard to the
1994 Trade Act, the Air Pollution Act for Boiler €ilities and the Mineral Resources Act, the
2004 Amendment to the EIA AcR000 (Federal Law Gazette | No. 153/2004), the Amendm|ent
to the Waste Management Act (Federal Law Gazetteol ©N65/2004), the Agricultural
Amendment Act concerning the Federal Act on ForedtRastures Usage Rights (Federal Law
Gazette | No. 87/2005) and the Immission Control &ctthe framework of the 2005 Act
adapting the Laws on Environmental Protection (Feédera Gazette | No. 34/2006).

Article 6, paragraph 1

Article 6, paragraph 1 (a) and (b)

64. The projects subject to EIA are listed in Annex fhe EIA Act200Q which covers net| - { Formatted: justified

only the projects of Annex | but also those of Anrkto the EIA Directive 85/337/EEC as\\vormaued: Bullets and
amended by Directive 2003/35/EC (and thus alscetlod#\nnex | to the Convention). " [ Numbering

AN
{ Deleted: 2000

Article 6, paragraphs 2, 3,4and 5

65. The Austrian EIA procedure provides for the repeatéatrmation and involvement of thdi*\*{Formatted: Justified

general public. In EIA procedures, the first stepam¥s public participation is taken very early, \{Formaued: Bullets and

by publicly announcing the project for at least sixeks in accordance with paragraph 9 of the (Numbering

_ - { Deleted: a sttemen

e e

JEIA Act_200Q with every interested citizen or organization Ingvthe opportunity to Subm[i:{‘//{beleted: 2000

applicants are supposed to do respective publiceakativork already in the preparations fioe
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application. In addition, there is the option oflgreoceedings in accordance with paragraph 16
| of the EIA Act200Q which is to be announced accordingly (also vialtiternet).

Article 6, paragraphs6 and 7

66. The information given in Article 6, paragraph 6, the Convention is subject to Phe\*{Formatted: Justified
Environmental ImpagBtatementn accordance with paragraph 6 of the EIA 200Q which is { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
to be published for at least six weeks in accordanteparagraph 9. Within this period, anyoﬁe\\ {Demed: Declaration

is entitled to submit a statement to the responsilliecaity with regard to the project or to the " Deleted: 2000

| Environmental Impaggtatement - { Deleted: Dectaaion

o

Article 6, paragraphs8 and 9

| 67. In accordance with paragraph 17, subparagraph #hegEIA Act200Q the statements - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

| received shall be taken into account. The decisitiyding the measures and the review of ﬂie{odeted: 2000
received statements, shall be published without angydéh accordance with paragraph 17, \{Formatted: Justified
subparagraph 7, of the EIA A200Q __ -~ { Deleted: 2000

lA} EIE:I*e*é - *a*r *a*r* - *h* io **************************************************** N ) { Formatted: English (U.S.)
»paragrap N [Deleted: 1
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68. Moadifications of projects are subject to an EIA pihee h accordance with paragraph« -
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3(a) of the EIA ACQOOQ 777777777777777777777777 > \:\ ‘[ Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
7777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 N h ‘[ Deleted: |
) Deleted: , any changes shall be subject to al
EIA procedure

Article 6, paragraph 11

| 69. The Genetic Engineering Act (Federal Law Gazetidol 510/1994, last amended<b\y\*{Formatted: Justified
Federal Law Gazette | No. 13/2006) transposes iatmmal law, inter alia, the EU Deliberate ~ { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
Release Directive 2001/18/EC and aims at the prewerdf harmful impact of genetically
modified organisms (GMO) on the environment.

L

70. According to Decision II/1 of 2005 reached by thetieéa to the Aarhus Convention, fhe\*{Formatted: Justified

Genetic Engineering Act includes provisions on theoanosement to anthe hearing of the \{Formatted: Bullets and Numbering
general public in the case of GMO release (parasartB44) and on the information of the

general public on permits granted for bringing tespective substances into circulation (para.

58(a)).

U J

XVI.OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6

p { Deleted: No information was provided undei

‘ The competent authorities did not provide any inforomeén this issug. -~ | thisheading.
XVII.FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE [Deleted:ﬂ J
PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 6
71. On its website, the BMLFUW has published a list of etivironmental organizations - { Formatted: Justified )
approved in Austria according to the EIA A00and also gives information prtbfefafgglipg;ign\{Formatted: Bullets and Numbering )

"~ { Deleted: 2000 )
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procedure required for obtaining approval
(http://www.umweltnet.at/article/articleview/27824{237).

72. The Federal Environment Agency consolidates the kdgrmation on ongoing aﬂd’\*{Formatted:Justified

completed EIA procedures in an EIA database and mialasessible online. Accordingly, a \‘[Formatted: Bullets and
description of the respective project, informatamthe legal foundations as well on the project (Numbering

status, the opinion of the BMLFUW and information & tlocuments available in the EIA
documentation are accessible to the general public.

XVIII.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 6

http://www.umweltnet.at/article/articleview/437427240/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/umweltschutz/uvpsupemasksterreichl/uvpdatenbank/

XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR THE PUBLIC TO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANSAND PROGRAMMES
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

73. As regards the EIA, including public participatiomlso Article 2, paragraph 7, of t'hle\*{Formatted:Justified

Espoo Convention includes a provision encouragingagyication of EIA principles also in \‘{Formatted: Bullets and
policies, plans and programmes. The SEA Directive 2Z00EC implements advanced relevant | Numbering

public participation provisions of the Aarhus Convemtfor a wide range of plans and
programmes. As mentioned under Article 6, the relepaovisions of the Aarhus Convention
have been implemented by way of Directive 2003/35iEGeveral other plans and programmes

(excluding policies) whichverenot covered by the SEA Directive. [ . [ Deleted: are

74. _Based on the distribution of competences in accordaitbethe Federal Constitution, <~ - { Formatted: Justified

Austria not only the Federal Government, but algoRhderal provinces, which have transposed{;ormaued: Bullets and
both directives in several relevant Federal andvipoial acts, are responsible for the (Numbering

transposition of the SEA Directive 2001/42/EC ance tRublic Participation Directive

2005/35/EC (and thus also of the relevant provisiohsthe Convention). Some Federal
provinces (e.g. Carinthia, Lower Austria, Salzburgyri&, Tyrol, Vorarlberg) have, as an
additional measure, published SEA Guidelines to sugpertiuthorities and the general public
in applying SEA principles in a way that is in limith the EU and with the Convention.

75. Moreover, several federal acts have been amended regard to adaptation to #he -~ { Formatted: Justified

provisions of the Aarhus Convention for the followiageas: waste (at the federal level, il’\]\‘{Formatted: Bullets and
particular paragraph 8 and 8(a) of the 2002 Austiaste Management Act as amended by (Numbering

(N (N L JU J

pertaining to the same and other environmental areas@rered as well as the pertinent
regional planning legislation.
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76. The definition of the term “general public’ in Aust is rather generous. Basically, the - { Formatted:

Justified

general public which is to be consulted covers “pore”. Some laws specify this general pUblié\‘[Formatted:

Bullets and Numbering

by defining it, e.g. as “...natural and legal personwel as their associations, organizations or
groups, and, in particular, organizations promotingi®nmental protection ...” (e.g. Regional
Planning Act of the Federal province of VorarlbdPgovincial Legal Gazette No. 29/1996, para.
10(c), subpara. 2).

77. In addition, Austria has provided for SEAs involvimgluntary public participation with_- - {Formatted:

Justified

regard to plans and programmes not covered by the @iEsktive, e.g. for the 2002 Vienna\\{pormatted

: Bullets and Numbering

Strategic Framework Plan in the framework of EU strat funds 2007-2013 (STRAT.AT) and~ “{ Deleted: .

o

at the level of Local Agenda 21. Moreover, some |lpravide for public participation platforms,
such as provincial regional planning laws (irrespeativehether SEA is required or not).

XX. OPPORTUNITIESFOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE PREPARATION OF
POLICIESRELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO
ARTICLE7

78. It can be assumed that the existing Austrian practiod, in particular, the I’eViGW’*{Formatted:

Justified

procedure and the information available on the riree comply with the relatively general\\{pormatted

: Bullets and Numbering

requirements of the Convention as regards the preparmaf “policies”. As already mentioned,
the promotion of excellent cooperation and decisi@king processes involving the State and
civil society in matters of public interest accordinglay a key role in Austria. As a relevant
example, we could cite the development of the Aaistsustainability strategy which has been
drawn up with the cooperation of the interested jpudnid all concerned bodies.

79. To include the general public in decisions which affecting them is an integral part Gf*a*{Formatted:

Bullets and Numbering

modern concept of politics and administration. In thecpss, Austria has set the following three
priorities: (a) strengthening policy making which iseapand close to the citizen in order to
improve the quality of democracy, (b) stimulating staktdérs’ responsibility vis-a-vis society,
and (b) promoting local/regional sustainable processes.

80. Central activities are: <~ - { Formatted:

Bullets and Numbering

(a) The existing“public-participation standards{see also_under Art. 3 para 2).« ’*{Formatted:

Justified

should also be regarded as a contribution to the ingsiéamtion of the Austrian and EU - { Deleted: P

sustainability strategies. To promote sustainable dpuadot, citizen participation in policy
making should be improved, and administrative bodiesulsl be provided with hands-on
support to be able to include the general publiciefitly and effectively. The standards
could be particularly useful in the preparation afligies, plans, programmes or legal

instrumentsA practical guideline on the application of thébpc participation standards was - ‘[Deleted: :

published in 2009.
(b) In 2002, OGUT, the Austrian Society for Environmant technology, set up a

“participation” strategy group at the instigation o ®MLFUW, made up of members from - { Deleted: P

- { Deleted: P
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concept of “participation”, to develop it furthemdito make it known widely, to heighten the |
awareness of decision makers from the areas of politiddic administration and business
for public participation; to prepare participatictrategies for policies relevant for the
environment and sustainable development; and to mpkeifie guidelines for action

(d) Over the last years, a website on the subject of ticjation

(e) In the future, more attention shall be paid to dipigation/e-democracy
instruments. As mentioned earlier, it is the aim @& fustrian e-government strategy to
enable citizens and businesses to handle all pubtignégtration procedures electronically,
smoothly and swiftly without being required to have csglest knowledge about public
responsibilities and technical details. Similarly,réhehould be enhanced involvement of the
population (Internet chats with political decision kees, citizen participation procedures,
participation in consultation procedures for dréftvs; also electronic participation in
elections is to be expected for the futum)task force on e-democracy was set up by the
Federal Chancellery. The task force published atipospaper on e-democracy and e-
participation in Austria in 2008. It worked on afdemocracy strateqy for Austria including
e-participation principleandon a guideline on the evaluation of e-participatiwocesses, e-
participation tools and hints for administrators usireip 2.0.

()  The BMLFUW carried out several public participatiggrocesses on the <«
following environment related policies: Austrian FstreDialogue, Program on Rural
Development 2007-2013, Program on Environmentadiyr® Agriculture, Children-Health-
Action-Plan, River Dialogue, Waste Avoidance and \Réng Strategy, Adaption of the
Austrian Climate Strategy, Noise Action Plan, Prafian Process of the Austrian Standards
of Public Participatiorisee also under Art. 3 para 4)

(@) In order to overcome obstacles with public partiégagt the strategic planning
level (policies, plans, programs) the BMLFUVEcently commissioned a study on the
interfaces between public participation and pditicdecision makers summing up
experiences and recommendations for good practice.
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XXI. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 7

p { Deleted: No information was provided undei

“The competent authorities did not provide any infation on this issue. this heading.

XXIl. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE

NG [ Deleted: 1

PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7 {Formatted: Font: Not Bold J
84. In early December 2007, Austria organized an irsgonal UNECE-Aarhus WOI‘kShOp‘J'rﬂ*\*{Formatted: Justified ]
Sofia on issues relating to Articles 7 and 8 involviexperts from the Aarhus and Espoo‘{pormatted: Bullets and Numbering ]

Conventions. In the workshop, case studies and conteitts regard to both the Espoo
Convention and the SEA Protocol, as well as individug@eriences, were presented, making a
small but specific contribution to better implementaiio the UNECE area.

XXI11. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 7

http://www.nachhaltigkeit.at

http://www.partizipation.at

http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ppsd.htm

http://www.oerok.gv.at/EU_Regionalpolitik_in_Oestoh/EU_Strukturfonds 2007 2013.htm
http://www.nachhaltigkeit.at/LA_21.php3

http://reference.e-government.gv.at/E-Democracy.9Bth{)

http://www.strategischeumweltpruefungat - { Deleted: 1 )
SEA websites including information on public partaipn in SEAS:
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/archive/7241

http://www.strategischeumweltpruefung.at/

http://hw.oeaw.ac.at/6631-3

http://www.arbter.at/sup/sup _b.html

Examples of SEA guidelines used by some Federal pravince - {De'ete* ) J
http://www.landesplanung.ktn.gv.at

http://www.raumordnung-No.e.at/dynamisch/showinfostang?id=87

http://www.raumordnung-noe.at/uploads/wachau.pdf

Dttp://lwww.salzburg.gv.atithemen/bw/raumplanung/rphdesplanung/publi_haro.htm __ - { Deleted: htip:/mw.raumvision.: 1 )
http//www.raumplanung.steiermark.at/cms/ziel/6860063/ - { Deleted: mwummﬂ
http://www.tirol.gv.at/fileadmin/www.tirol.gv.at/ravordnung/downloads/roinfo29.pdf wiraumplanung/rpl_publikationen.htin

http://www.vorarlberg.at/pdf/kurzinfo-120 umsetzdeg.pdf _ - Deleted: http://Www.tirol.qv.at/raumordnunqﬂ
’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’ publikationen/]

XXIV.EFFORTSMADE TO PROMOTE EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
DURING THE PREPARATION BY PUBLIC AUTHORITIESOF EXECUTIVE
REGULATIONSAND OTHER GENERALLY APPLICABLE LEGALLY
BINDING RULESTHAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON
THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

85. In Austria, the social partnersi.e. the above mentioned organizations of busineds-an { Formatted: Justified )
industry, agriculture, employees as well as the natiade union federation, which are partly \‘[Formatted: Bullets and Numbering ]
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established by law- play an important role in the representation oériests of the respective
groups of society with regard to generally bindiegdl regulations which have a significant
impact on the environment. |

86. The Acts on the Incorporation of the Federal ChambkrCommerce of Austrigl - { Formatted:

Justified

(para. 10),0f the Chambers of Labour (para. 93, subpara. 2) as well dkeoChambers of \{Formatted;

Numbering

Agriculture (see, for example, para. 8 of the 199%irflsian Agricultural Chambers Act)

Bullets and

provide that draft laws (as well as implementation ruggs)ll be submitted to the chambers by
the public bodies for the purpose of review befoliedperought before the legislative body.

87. Where applicable, these representations of interestumt respective internal consultatidn *{Formatted:

Numbering

Bullets and

procedures for the purpose of opinion-making and subtatements (expert opinions) to the
public bodies. It is then the task of these public sdd recognize the statements and consider
them accordingly. In addition, pertinent workingnomittees made up of members of the
responsible public bodies and of the social partnergxist in many cases already prior to
official review procedures, for example for the mse of expert discussion of the predrafts of
legal instrumentsEnvironmental NGOs arsometimes alspart of these internal consultation‘s
Normally they are consulted on environment related len the official consultation process.

88. The definitions set forth under Article 2 of the @ention have been implemented to4he { Formatted:

Justified

following extent: for example, the terms of “publighd “public concerned” regarding the ° Tormatted:

interests represented by the respective corporate Wwitlya view to environmental policy are [ Numbering

Bullets and

also included in the provisions on review rights. Tingblic authorities” are partly mentioned in
the review rules (see, for example, para. 93 oflgtrian Chamber of Labour Act).

89. Within the individual stakeholder groups provided hwiteview rights, there is H(b;’{Formatted:

Justified

discrimination. According to the legal foundatiomsembership in the representations o\f\vormamd:

interest/chambers is based on certain circumstances. Numbering

Bullets and

 __JJ

90. Moreover, mention has to be made of the fact thaerdes of plans and programmésf { Formatted:

Justified

covered by the SEA Directive (e.g. in the area @fional planning) are also enacted as\TFormaued
ordinances in Austria, i.e. there is public parttipn in the preparation of executive regulations | Numbering

: Bullets and

or there are general and legally binding provisions.

The Austrian public participation standards shoukb dbe appliedo public participation in
legislative processes. They recommend 6-12 weekm appropriate consultation period and
recommend to providevo weeks more when the consultatiomncides withvacation periods.
They also recommend to come up with a consultatioortegvhere the public can follow-up
how the received statements have been taken into @ichguhe responsible administration. By
now, this recommendation, isowevernot applied comprehensively.

XXV. OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 8

_-| Deleted: No information was
provided under this heading.
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XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 8

92. The responsible Federal and provincial bodies publisfft taws on their websites (3ee - | Formatted: Justified, Indent: Left: 0 cm,
below). This information also includes a generalaitraddress as well as other partners which E‘Lf;ggﬁggos‘;;'}é:'“l“”;bgre‘j tevells
can be contacted for the submission of statementsedwer, adequate time limits are provided | + Alignment: Left + Aligned at: 4.05 cm +
for. In this process, every received statement is coresidBraft laws and theelatedreceived Tab after: 4.68 cm + Indent at: 4.68 cm,

statements are published on the website of the Austsdimament. Tabs: Not at 4.68 cm

93. Also some of the representations of interest mairgajrarate consultation websites, sueh- - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering )
as the Federal Chamber of Commerce.

94. In its capacity as coordinating body of Austrian eowmental NGO organizations, - { Formatted: Justified ]
Okobiiro publishes the statements submitted in the framkeaf national review procedures on {Formaued Bullets and Numbering ]
its website.

XXVI. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 8

Examples of websites providing the opportunity to comtroarenvironmental draft laws are:

http://recht.lebensministerium.at/article/archi&g17
http://www.bmwfj.gv.at/Ministerium/Rechtsvorschriftemtwuerfe/Seiten/default.aspx
http://www.parlament.gv.at/portal/page?_pageid=90806&_ dad=portal& schema=PORTAL - { Deleted: htp:/www.bmwa.gv.at/BMWA/ Re’ﬂ
&P NR=XXIII htsvorschriften/Entwuerfe/default.hfim
http://portal.wko.at/wk/format_detail.wk?AnglD=1& 8320836

www.arbeiterkammer.at

http://www.oekobuero.at/start.asp?b=443

XXVIII. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES
IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONSON ACCESSTO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9

Article 9, paragraph 1

95. Austria has transposed the provisions concerning &rficparagraph 1, of the Convention - { Formatted: Justified )
by the legal protection provisions set forth in thedtal Environment Information Act (para. 8) {Formatted Bullets and Numbering ]
and by way of respective provincial legislation.

According to the Federal Environment Informationt, At is possible to apply for &rmal
notification, with the public authority obliged to provide infoation against information which - { Deleted: decre

has not beenprovided in time, which has not beenigedvat all, or which is incomplete. In Uus { Deleted: 1

formal notification the body obliged to provide information shall substde why no or only - {Demted decree
incomplete information has been provided. Tfismal notification, can be appealed at the _ { Deleted: decree
Independent Administrative TribunalUgabhangiger Verwaltungssenatin each federal
province, there is an Independent AdministrativedParonstituting a court-like authority which

is not bound by instructionsee also Art. 4 para.7)
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96. Bodies obliged to provide information, which are nadthorised to enacformak. ”{Formatted:Justified

****** S

notifications shall forward applications for the enactmentf@inal notifications to the body |~ - [ Deleted: decrees

responsible for expert supervision/to the district amstiation authority or to refer the applicant \‘{Formaned: Bullets and
to such bodies. Moreover, the Independent Admirtisgal ribunal can be called in by persons. | Numbering

affected by the provision of environmental informati(e.g. company owners) provided that \{Deleted: decrees

o U A )

such persons feel that their rights have been violatedrounds of the respective information.
Basically, the Act Governing General Administrativeoéedures shall apply for the decree
enactment procedure.

Article9, paragraph 2

77777777777777777 Numbering

97. The wide range of affected parties covered by pamgi9 of the EIA Ac2000ensures; - *{Formatted: Bullets and
that all personsgitizens’ groupsand environmental organisations possibly affected atitlegh | -

~

to make use of legal remedies — provided that tioaypdy with the legal requirements — and thus { Deleted: 2000

have the possibility to have the decision reviewedh®independent Environmental Senate or { Deleted: groups of persons

the Administrative Court (Verwaltungsgerichtshpf and/ or the Constitutional Court| - L(ctizeninitatives)

(Verfassungsgerichtshofjith a view to contents as well as to procedures. Irstsan |:. | Deleted:!

legislation, the following criteria are laid down rfahe recognition of environmental\{F°"“a“e"= Font: Italic

organisations: they must be organised in the form méraprofit legal personMerein) or of a | { Deteted: /

o J e

foundation which has environmental protection as its1rofjective, and they must have been
legally incorporated as working for environmentaltpation for at least three years.

Article9, paragraph 3

leeway to the Parties to the Convention with redaiits implementation,angng from systems|. \‘{Formatted: Bullets and

dominated by civil lawor administrative law approaches stressing subjectiveisrjgh to the |+ [ Numbering

complaint procedugeinvolving, for example,an ombudsperson. The Austrian legal systgm [ Deleted: thinks

provides for the following instruments for enforcingnvironmental matters in the. { Deleted: each

implementation of this provision: { Deleted: via

{ Deleted: all the way

< ‘[ Formatted: Highlight

a set of general and specific rules. In general, ahylwho is or fears to be endangered y\{Formatted_Justiﬁed

o 0 0 U .

pollution is entitled to file a lawsuit against thellpter and to seek an injunction. This right fo
preventive action against pollution detrimental &alth has been expressly acknowledged| by
courts as an integral, innate right of every natpetson (Art 16 ABGB), neither requirin
participation in administrative proceedings nor owgh@r of private property in the proximity
the polluter. In addition, private entities in \atibn of environmental laws may be sued py
competitors and special interest groups, since produgbods in violation of such laws i

regarded by courts to be unfair business practice.

- bullets or numbering

P { Formatted: Justified, No

Formatted: Justified

claim for the defence against inadmissible immissions mgnfrom adjacent propertie‘ski\{Format_te& Bullets and
Neighbours hold the subjective right to prohibit ifesions exceeding a certain level. In this . M2

context, direct or indirect immissions having an effeatn one property to another (e.qg. Waste\\{ Deleted: p

water, smell, noise, light and radiation) are deenmgdhgairments. A special environmental \{ Deleted: g
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77777777777777777777777777 - {Deleted:

(para. 364, subparas. 2 and 3 of the Austrian Ciwgillé] and the special provisions on
approved plants (para. 364(a) of the Austrian Gdtle). In addition, there are also facts subject
to special laws constituting claims for damages represgndin explicit relation to the
environment: paragraph 26 of the Austrian Water petragraph 53 of the Austrian Forestry

Act, paragraph 79(a) egs. of the Austrian Genetic Engineering Act, andagaaph 11 of the://{Deleted:q

Austrian Nuclear Liability Act; ~~ { Formatted: Not Highlight

(c) The most significant share of Austrian provisions dre tprotection of the - - { Formatted: Justified

environment exists in the area of administrative laviaich is firstly dealt with within the \\{Formatted; Bullets and Numbering

L  JJ

hierarchy of the responsible administrative bodiEse application anddministrationof the
laws is _organised locally, i.e. via the Federal provincesth® district administration and
municipal authorities. Independent Administrative Trials (Unabhangige Verwaltungssenate)
in the provinces serve as second instance in sevettdrmaAfter having exhausted the usual
two_instances procedure, complaints by certain pacigs be lodged to the supreme courts,

namely the Administrative CourtVérwaltungsgerichtshpfandbr _the Constitutional Court - - - Formatted: Font: Italic

(Verfassungsgerichtshof __ - { Formatted: Font: Italic

(d) NGOs/ environmental organisations that fulfil certaitecia provided for in national - - { Formatted: Justified

legislation can also apply the rights given to @a&rtin various administrative environment\\{pormaued: Bullets and Numbering

L J  J

proceedings (most relevant eq EIA, IPPC, Waste Manage Act and Industrial CodeT.he
Aarhus Convention allows the establishment of critadeording to national legislation as long
as they are reasonable and comply with the princgflése Convention.

(e) In the Federal provinces, Environmental Advocacyic@fi.e. Ombudsnen for the: - - - { Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

environmentwere set up as regional bodies representing thee azfusnvironmental protectiQn ._ - { peleted: in administrative procedures (para

It is the task of the Ombugdsnfor the environmento ensure the protection of the environment ( subpara. 4 of the 2000 EIA Act)

in certain administrative procedurésg. procedures concerning nature protection eceutures \{Deleted= Environmenta

)
.}2,
)

according to the Waste Management Act or the EIAZ080) In order to enforce such claims,

complaints with theéAdministrative Courfvith regard to compliance with legal provisions whic - { Deleted: /

are relevant for the environment; - {Ddeted: supreme courts

() In the framework of the implementation of the EU Eammental Liability Directive- - - { Formatted: Justified

2004/35/EC, the Federal Environmental Liability AEederal Law Gazette | No. 55/2009; the/{Deleted: government draft for

provinceshave in the following adapted their respective lexystems in accordance with th\e\\{,:ormatted: Not Highlight

. { Formatted: Not Highlight

authority fails to take action in the event of enmimental damage (to water bodies and soils,\{Formatte 4 Not Highlight

provided that human health is affected). If they &ffected, natural or legal persons as well as

) U G JU A

lodge a written complaint with the district adminggton authority. The authority shall then
inform the claimant of the due course of actiondatsand which prevention and rehabilitation
measures have been instructed). It is possible toel@gomplaint with the Independent
Administrative Tribunal against unlawful informatioor information which has not been
provided;

(9) A specially established Ombudgerson Board (“Volksanwaltschaft”) investigates - { Deleted: The

claimed or assumed severe administrative deficienaidstlaus exerts public control for th\e\j{oeleted: man

benefit of the rule of law and democracy in a wawt thttracts media attention. Yet the \{Formatted: Not Highlight
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OmbudgersonBoard only executes supervising investigation (after procedure has been - { Deleted: mar )
completed) and does not represent any party in theeguse per se. - { Formatted: Not Highlight ]

(h) As was shown above, there is a tightly knitted netmefsures in place in Austyi
which grants members of the public access to adminisrat judicial procedures in order t
challenge acts and omissions contravening provisionsatibnal regulations relating to th
environment. However, due to the fact that accaydnthe Austrian Federal Constititi_aw Alignment: Left + Aligned at:
(B-VG), environmental protection is a cross-sectosalié and therefore part of many different | ;g st o o Tabe ot
legal acts on national and federal level, a studhefcurrent situation of the implementation pf |at 1.27cm
Art. 9 para 3 was commissioned by the BMLFUW. This stindgn Prof. Schulev-Steindl of th
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Endapublicly presented in October 200

~

and published on the BMLFUW website, confirmed impiple the compliance of the Austrian.
legal situation with Art. 9 para 3 and provided arerwiew on potentialimprovementswith
regard to this provision. The BMLFUW is currently iretprocess of assessing theults,
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Article9, paragraph 4

99. Regarding civil (and criminal) matters at the lowesvel about 140 district couﬁ{sf\ *{Formatted:]ustified
(Bezirksgerichte have been established. Regional Couten@esgerichteare functioning as \{Formaned: Bullets and
courts of first instance and also as agpeal courtshiistrict courts. Four courts of appeals | Numbering
(Oberlandesgerichjeare competent for appeals from cases decided byetlienal courts. At| - { Deleted: s

the highest level is the Supreme Court for civil arichinal affairs Oberster Gerichtshf
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100. With regard to administrative matters they are firatigiressed within the hierarchy of he - { Formatted: Justified
administrative bodies. In some cases, Independent Astmaitive Tribunals Wnabhéngige Formatted: Bullets and
Verwaltungssenajeaare installed as second instangdministrative decisions or regulations can TNumbering

only be contested by those persons affected by thisialemr regulation in questiorllegal

administrative actions, breaches of procedural or miahtprovisions may be appealed to the

. JU

function. Judicial review of the legality of admimative decisions and regulations as well as the
constitutionality of laws is reserved to the Congtittél Court YerfassungsgerichtshofThe
Constitutional Court has competence to review thaliggof administrative regulations and

_ -1 Deleted: Administrative

decisions violating fundamental rights. || Deleted: adminiswave
be contested by those persons
101. o affected by the decision or

~ regulation in question.
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highspeed railway lines the competent authority is khinister of Transport. Generally the\
appeal possibility against decisions of Ministers in Aasis to appeal to the Administrativg.
Court and/or the Constitutional Court. '+ { Deleted: on an avocational ba
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In a landmark decision issued on 30 September 2010Adh@nistrative Court considerably/{ Formatted: Font: Times New Roman, 12

expanded the parties' access to justice in EIA-proesdtoncerning infrastructure projects. The (Pt

|

Administrative Court held that appeals against deasslny the Minister of Transport concerning
highspeed railway lines have to be brought to tharBnmental Senate, thus effectively adding
a new appellate instance having full jurisdictioreci3ions by the Environmental Senate may

then be appealed against before the AdministrativertGmd/or Constitutional Coyftppealing - {Deleted:

to the Environment Senate has - by law - an injwecéffect which may only be declined in -
exceptional cases.
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102. As a general principle participation in admnistrative Bold

procedures is free of cost in Austria. Thus, e.g. theEIAandIPPC Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
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need for another technical expertise in cases wherethnical expertises commissioned by
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103.The Legal Information System of the Republic of Aias(RIS) is a computer- assistedr ' L’t

information system on Austrian law, which is coordidaaed operated by the Federal {Formaﬁed Font: Bold

Chancellery. The content of RIS covers all legistato the federal level as well as of the - {Formatted No bullets or numbering

provinces. The case-law was made the third key compofd&iS. The databases contain both {F.ei d Code Changed
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the legal maxims and the full text of the rulinggeiralia, of the following tribunals:
Constitutional Court, Administrative Court Supre@aurt (decisions of civil and criminal Iaw),
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ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION

Page Break:

OF ARTICLE9

political party represented in the Austrian Parliatrteave criticized the existing |mplementat|0n {Formaued Bullets and Numbering

of Article 9, Paragraph 3, for being not comprehem&nough, in particular with regard to the { Deleted: ¢

law enforcement possibilities existing outside the apglr procedure and the costs for expert
opinions incurred in EIA procedureBublic consultation on the update of the implememtati
report has shown similar results.

XXX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

| 103. Also the instrument of environmental mediation proside reference to Article 9, - { Formatted: Justified

Paragraph 3, of the Convention with regard to thelusion of the concerned public. ~{ Formatted: Bullets and Numbering

Environmental mediation is a voluntary and structyseatedure in the framework of which all
those affected by a project which is relevant far #mvironment are striving for a joint and
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durable solution. This process covers mediation praesdwith regard to projects laying the
emphasis not only on economic and social interests, Isot @ aspects of environmental
protection, quality of life and the developmentas€as (of unspoiled nature). It is especially
about projects subject to environmental law provision possibly having an impact on the
environment (emissions, consumption of resources, useeaf of unspoiled nature, etc.). The
2000 Austrian EIA Act provides that the public authoshall be entitled to interrupt the

approval procedures upon the request of the prajppticant in order to enable a mediation
procedure. The results of the mediation procedure@enitted to the authority responsible for

well as in the decision.

104. In the framework of a specific promotion scheme,BMLFUW supports Okobiiro, whielif\ - { Formatted: Justified

has its primary focus on environmental law and onQGoavention. In the framework of the \{Formaued: Bullets and
Environmental Legal Service, Okobiro provides easyrerstand information on the contents | Numbering

of key environmental legislation and consulting witdgard to inquiries coming from citizen
initiatives and NGOs. The Justice and Environment ptaapports activities of the Justice and
Environment Network of European NGOs. This cooperatiims at improving the state of the

environment by way of better application of Eurapead national environmental legislation. |- { Formatted: German (Austria) ]

XXXI. WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE9

http://www.umweltanwaltschaft.gv.at/
http://www.partizipation.at/umweltmediation.html
www.volksanw.gv.at
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/archive/7239
http://www.oekobuero.at/start.asp?b=439
http://www.lebensministerium.at/article/articlevié¥B820/1/7237/

http://ris.bka.gv.at/ | - - { Deleted: intra.

XXXIl.  CONTRIBUTION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION
TO THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OF EVERY PERSON OF PRESENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONSTO LIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT ADEQUATE TO HISOR
HER HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

105. The experience of several years made by the curraeiiridhaFocal Point has shown thﬁt - { Formatted: Justified

primarily specialized circles in Austria are familiaittwthe term and the process of the Aarhu\s\{pormaned: Bullets and
Convention per se. Numbering
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106. What is apparently more important for implementationthie fact that the Austriark - { Formatted: Justified

population acts in a very confident way with reggmdadministration at all levels, claims its \‘{Formatted: Bullets and
rights, wherever necessary, and is obviously very Ifamiwith the key contents of the Numbering

Convention.
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XXXIV OBSTACLESENCOUNTERED INTHE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
””””” PROVISIONSOF ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX T bis "~

There are no cases of deliberate releases of GNEDsge to obstacles could be encountered

XXXV. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6bisAND ANNEX I bis

See abovesince there are no cases at the national levexe thre no statistics.

XXXVI.WEBSITE ADDRESSESRELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 6bis

http://www.umweltbundesamt at
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